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Diploma 1 is interested in the notion of ‘otherness’ 
in architecture and the city, having thus far examined 
the phenomenon through concepts of heterotopia, 
formlessness, void and pataphysics as contemplative 
and political agencies of the city. We are also 
interested in the ‘eternal’ qualities of architecture – the 
experiential and socio-political attributes of space. 
We have explored the role of the ‘other’ to critique the 
power structures and norms of the city, and we have 
proposed alternative modes of occupation relating 
to areas in London with predominant institutions or 
culture.

Last year we began to explore further the role of 
art and literature to inform the architecture of the 
city.  We focused on the work of William Blake and 
the idea that London had an imagined aspect that 
informs the real.  We dispute that data, and ‘research’ 
alone can give us solutions. Our understanding of 
history, readings and experience of place can lead to 
a ‘gut reaction’ that informs a creative response and 
construction of architectural ideas.

At the turn of the last century architects such as 
Norman Shaw and William Lethaby passionately 
advocated that architecture maintain its ties with 
fine art. They recognised that architecture is built on 
an accumulation of culture as expressed through 

Dip 1
Otherness

building and that newness emerges from pre-
existing language that is essentially aesthetic and 
artistic. Architecture and the city allowed not only 
the representational, figurative and abstract, but also 
the esoteric, the mythical and mystical. In this vein, 
Camillo Sitte called for city planning to be based 
on ‘artistic principles’ as much as the scientific.  
Similarly, the abstraction of modernism was not a 
complete break from the past but an amalgam of 
classical traditions, esoteric eastern philosophies and 
imageries as well as the latest ideas emerging from 
the industrial revolution.

The objectivities of architecture pertaining to function, 
utility, technology, political and social science are 
givens – but the ‘other’ which relates to the ‘fine art’ 
of architecture is more elusive but essential. 
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East London



Page 4

AA Dip 1   2015-16;   Extended Brief

William Blake, the eighteenth century poet and artist, 
characterised London as not only Golgonooza, ‘city 
of imagination’, but also Babylon ‘city enslaved by 
material necessity’. The rapid urban growth of the 
industrial revolution had made London into the world’s 
wealthiest city but with this growth and power came 
massive social inequality and the mythic ‘Babylon’ 
became a metaphor for this condition. The role of 
myth and imagination in the process of building, 
destruction and regeneration is part of London’s long 
legacy – expressed through its literature, art and 
architecture.

London is going through a new phase of rapid 
growth as its centre of gravity shifts. The East End 
has already been part gentrified following the influx 
of creative and financial workers but the slide further 
east is more a function of global capital: deregulation 
of the City and the creation of the Isle of Dogs 
enterprise zone pushed Europe’s financial capital 
four miles eastwards.  Subsequent investment in the 
Olympic sites and transport infrastructure have seen 
growth spread from Whitechapel to Barking. More 
recently, the GLA has created a regeneration fund 
to improve activity and workplace in growth areas 
as well as creating a new Enterprise Zone offering 
incentives to attract new businesses and the flow of 
capital from overseas into an area that was once the 
last and biggest Royal Docks.

Babylon
The New East End

In the face of acute urgency to build more housing 
and such large sums of money at stake the architect 
falls in to the role of technical facilitator. The 
academic, on the other hand, seeks legitimacy in co-
opting the language of the scientist and shifts 
attention to quantifiable and technical issues.  An 
alternative to these reductionist approaches is to re-
claim architecture and the city as a form of art and to 
emphasise the role of the esoteric, myth and culture. 
According to this scenario the city is less a function 
of efficiency ratios and more a site of the imagination. 
To help us conceive this new cockney cityscape we 
will turn to the Regeneration Team of the GLA who will 
act as unit consultants keeping us on the straight and 
narrow. Leading us down the garden path will be a 
broad sweep of London art and literature from Martin 
Amis to Thomas de Quincey.
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Year overview: studio

Term 1 focuses on developing an understanding 
of fine art and literary readings of London’s East 
End, its mythologies and architectural precedents. 
These readings will form the basis of research and 
development of concepts for the main design project. 

In the first phase we will explore and analyse the East 
End of London that has been identified by the GLA for 
regeneration. Students will make a series of site visits to 
develop a personal interest in a particular aspect of the 
areas of study – exploring narratives and mythologies 
of the area. This may be housing-related, or concerned 
with other programs such as industry, public / civic, 
arts / culture  or infrastructural. This study constitutes a 
‘survey’ that will reveal issues in a manner that is both 
poetic and artistic - alongside the normal gathering and 
documentation of social and physical urban conditions.

The second phase of the first term will focus on the 
transformation of an architectural precedent. The 
precedent will be an unbuilt project that incorporates 
aspects of the mythological.

This third phase will involve the development of a 
site strategy informed by the second phase. The 
precedent will be used as a method to proposes 
and intervene on a selected site. Students will work 
with existing or newly conceived myths as a basis for 
thinking about communities and spatial forms that uses 
the transformed aspects of the design precedent as 
applied to a chosen site. 

Term 2 will lead to detailed architectural proposals 
through three phases. Hypotheses developed in the 
first term will be developed further through technical 
studies to form a defined brief. Students will develop 
ideas from Term 1 through physical and technical 
experimentation that will form the basis of the TS 
document to be completed by the end of the second 
term. Experimentation through drawing, material testing 
and model making will be paramount.

Term 3 will consist of two phases focusing on final 
project consolidation and final documentation / 
representation. As well as the final portfolio sheets, 
models, and other forms of representation, each 
student will also develop a folio book that will be a 
designed document and artefact in itself. 

Studio days will be Tuesdays and Fridays - and these 
will consist of weekly tutorials. Each phase will have a 
detailed weekly breakdown of tutorials etc.
All terms will include seminars and workshops that will 
open up discussion and a backdrop to experimentation 
and design. At the end of every phase of work there will 
be a pin-up. There will also be interim juries with invited 
guests at the end of each term.

Thamesmead Civic Centre, Regina Ng
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‘Build upon the bosom of darkness, out 
of the fantastic imagery of the brain, cities 
and temples, beyond the art of Phidias 
and Praxiteles – beyond the splendour of 
Babylon and Hekatompylos.’

Thomas De Quincey, Confessions of an English Opium 
Eater

Film poster: Confessions of an Opium Eater, starring Vincent Price

Babylon
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There Babylon is builded in the Waste, 
founded in Human desolation.
O Babylon! thy Watchman stands over 
thee in the night;
Thy severe Judge all the day long proves 
thee, O Babylon,
With provings of Destruction, with giving 
thee thy heart’s desire……

……The walls of Babylon are souls of 
men, her gates the groans 
Of nations; her towers are the miseries of 
once happy families;
Her streets are paved with destruction, 
her houses are built with death,
Her palaces with Hell and the grave; her 
synagogues with torments 

Jerusalem the Emanation of the Giant Albion, 
William Blake

Nebuchadnezzar, Willam Blake, 1795
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Year overview: seminars and coursework

History & Theory 
Students joining Dip 1 should have an interest in art and 
cultural theory and have a desire to translate this into 
design. Students are encouraged to combine HTS with 
their project research and conceptual grounding. 

Technical Studies 
Structure, environment and material construction are 
essential and integral to the design process. Technical 
re-search should be documented and collated as an 
ongoing process in order to support concepts and build 
a viable technical study that underpins the main design 
project – based on experimentation and research. 

We will follow TS Option 1 that entails submission in the 
second term. Students should be aware that TS should 
not be seen as a separate study – it is very much a part 
of the design process.

Workshops and Seminars 
Term 1 and 2 will include a series of seminars / talks / 
workshops that will cover the ideas of artists and writers 
that explore London as well as phenomenological 
concerns. We will also meet with the GLA for 
discussions of urban planning, social housing and 
regeneration. In each term there will be workshops on 
representational techniques both 2d and 3d. 

Study Visits 
We will initially visit the selected parts of the East End 
of London as a group. We also visit some interesting 
London architecture. The unit trip will be during the 
Christmas break to Andalucia, Spain (Seville, Cordoba 
and Granada). Turris Babel from Athanasius Kircher
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Phase 1 — The Art of Surveying

Weeks 2 – 4 
05.10.15 – 23.10.15 

The ‘East End’ has historically been the industrial and 
working-class area of London. The area declined 
with the demise of the docks. After the second world 
war a series of New Towns were designed and built 
in southern England. Areas such as Barking (north of 
the river and Thamesmead (south of the river) were 
conceived in the 1960s at the end of this phase of 
construction. This post war rapid development was 
flawed through poor construction, lack of infrastructure 
and the decline in industry. The shifting economics 
and subsequent booms have seen London grow and 
investment in areas from Docklands, Stratford and 
Hackney etc has seen a shift eastwards. Historical and 
contemporary conditions will become the initial focus for 
the unit. 

In the first phase of work students will take a series 
of site visits to the Royal Docks, Stratford and other 
GLA regeneration areas to develop a personal interest 
in a particular topic and location. In terms of method, 
students will adopt a particular contemporary artist and 
use their techniques and language to document the 
selected site. It is important to understand the political 
and social problems and the underlying intentions of 
the GLA and proposed developments but to represent 
these in an arresting and unexpected way.

09.10.15 - Seminar on GLA regeneration
16.10.15 - Artist talk - Nicolas Feldemeyer
23.10.15 - Pin up

Term 1: East End Babylon

Sticky Parts, Dahlia Elsayed

Shapolsky et al, Manhattan Real Estate 
Holdings; A Real Time Social System as of 
May 1, 1971, Hans Haacke
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Long Good Friday, Royal Docks, 1980 London Docks, 1920s
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Erastus Salisbury Field, Historical Monument of the American Republic
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Phase 2 — Precedent Transformation

Weeks 5 – 8 
26.10.15 – 20.11.15

The second phase takes the unit into precedent study 
in order to discover the organisational systems that 
come together to create a building and its atmosphere. 

The notion of architecture as an essentially artistic 
practice will be explored through the study of 
the ‘language’ of architecture. Buildings are 
‘representational’ through plan, section and elevation as 
well as structural, organisational and material strategies. 
History, allegory, mysticism and context all contribute to 
the ‘poetics’ of space. 

In addition to the study of buildings we will also examine 
wider implications of urban design, through issues such 
as ‘difference’ within the contemporary city and how 
these notions are reconciled with what is shared and 
common. 

Students will select a precedent and insert it into a site.  
This will involve distortion, amputation, exaggeration.  
The work will be documented with drawings and a 
physical model.  Representational techniques from 
phase 1 should be carried over.

30.10.15 - Seminar - Architectural Parti 
31.10.15 - 03.11.15 - Hooke Park 
20.11.15 - Pin Up

Phase 3 — Strategy

Weeks 9 -12 
23.11.15 – 18.12.15

The final part of the term will lead to a critique of existing 
plans for the area and a closely argued alternative 
strategy.  This strategy will incorporate aspects of the 
precedent transformation and the artistic reading of the 
site.  Clear documentation of existing masterplan and 
regeneration plans form an essential part of this work.

27.11.15 - Art of Town Planning (after Camillo Sitte) 
04.12.15 - Pin up
18.12.15 - Jury

Term 1 (contd)

Lusitania riots, 1915, east end of London

Stratford, London, riots 2011
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Royal Docks, London
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Beer street, Gin Lane, Hogarth,  1751 

In London. Where her implements exact,
With which she calculates, computes, and scans,
All distance, motion, magnitude, and now
Measures an atom and now girds a world?
In London. Where has commerce such a mart.
So rich, so thronged, so drained, and so supplied,
As London,—opulent, enlarged, and still
Increasing London? Babylon of old
Not more the glory of the earth than she, 
A more accomplished world’s chief glory now.

London, (last verse), William Cowper
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Unit Trip
 
03.01.16 – 09.01.16

The unit trip will be during the winter vacation to the 
Andalucian cities of Seville, Cordoba and Granada.  
Important buildings include the Alhambra and the Great 
Mosque of Cordoba.  Contemporary work includes 
the Metropol Parasol by Juergen Mayer and the work 
of Alberto Campo Baeza, La Caja de Granada and 
the MA Museum.  We will analyse the way that culture 
is represented through architecture and the way that 
architectural language is absorbed and evolved.

Unit Trip:  Andalucia

Mosque of Cordoba

Campo Baeza, La Caja de Granada (over)
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Phase 1 — The Art of Technical Design

Weeks 1 - 3 
11.01.16 – 05.02.16

The second term begins with the intense research into 
the performative qualities that are embedded in the 
design strategy. For fifth years this work feeds directly 
into the TS and thesis project. We will work with artist 
Haroon Mirza to explore and materialise phenomena 
both invisible and visible through investigation, drawing 
and making.

A) Site and brief: each student should identify and 
formulate their brief and develop concepts represented 
through drawings and models. 

B) Experimentation: the work here is methodical and 
physical – through draw ings, material testing and model 
making.  Students will explore concepts that will be 
both atmo spheric and poetic;  eg silence, darkness, 
light, density, porosity, sacredness, formlessness, trans-
gression which all have a relation the imagination.

C) Installation
Each student will develop and complete by week three 
an installation that demonstrates the particularities and 
technical phenomena that  is a key part of the proposed 
building.

12.01.16 - Artist Talk (Haroon Mirza)
19.01.16 - Pin up
29.01.16 - Jury

Term 2: Materialising a New Babylon

John Martin, Satan Presiding at the Infernal Council
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Digital Switchover, 2012, Haroon Mirza The National Pavillion of  Then and Now,  Venice Biennale 2011, Haroon Mirza
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Phase 2 — A New Cockney Vision

Weeks 5 to 8 
08.02.16 – 04.03.16

Design Proposition Development 
The design propositions for the thesis project are 
essen tially polemical in nature. The intention is that each 
design should allow an idea to be tested. The program 
will be developed in relation to the existing and planned 
within the chosen sites– extending existing or creat-
ing new. The propositions will have the potential for 
experimental occupation. At this stage the TS research 
and conclusions should inform a design proposition. 
There will be a series of design workshops during this 
phase to accelerate the detail design process. The 
propositions should be critically engaged in relation to 
the historical, the socio-political issues of the site, GLA 
regeneration, contemporary development, culture and 
London as a whole.

Detail Design / Technical Studies 
The second phase of the term is the heart of the design 
phase of work. Here we develop greater precision is-
sues such as program, circulation, spatial disposition 
and qualities. The design must both reflect the poten-
tialities of the site and the thesis position developed in 
the first term. The physical experimentation initiated in 
Phase two of the term will be continued and appraised. 
All work will be documented through drawings, text, 
photography, video and models. At this point the TS 
document will be organised and compiled.

Phase 3 — Physical Model

Dates:  Weeks 9 to 11 
07.03.16 – 24.03.16

Model making is an integral part of design and as such 
is an ongoing process whereby models are made and 
remade, enabling an understanding of space that draw-
ings cannot fulfill.

The end of the second term is dedicated to a detailed 
ar chitectural model. This will involve detailed rhino 
modelling and setting out and the use of various digital 
techniques including laser cutting and sintering. We 
also envisage the continued use of CNC, casting and 
a range of other mate rial techniques appropriate to 
the design. All models will include site information as 
modelled during the first term, and aspects of materiality 
as researched at the beginning of the second term. TS 
work should be finalised and submit ted at the end of 
this phase.

Term 2: (contd)

Cheeky boy, C Paul Trevor
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John Martin, Belshazzar’s Feast, Babylon
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Phase 1 — Documenting the new vision

Weeks 1 to 2 
25.04.16 – 06.05.16

Compilation of the portfolio and completion of drawing 
set

All outstanding orthographic drawings need to be com-
pleted by the end of this phase. Folios are to be format- 
ted and printed at A2 or larger. Each student will also 
complete and bind book as extension to folio.

Term 3: Speculations

Phase 2 — Speculative Babylon

Weeks 3 to 6 
09.05.16 – 03.06.16

Series of speculative collages and drawings at city 
scale

As in previous years we will be experimenting with 
collage techniques using photoshop and perspective 
drawing. The idea of this work is both to better rep-
resent the ideas of the design itself and to speculate 
at a bigger scale. In other words, this phase asks the 
question: what is the agency of imagination at the scale 
of the city? 

Week 7 - Fourth year final tables are on 07.06.16 
Week 8 - Diploma Committee presentations 
15/16.06.16 
Week 9 - ARB/RIBA Part 2 External Examiners 22.06.16
Week 11 – Friday 24.06.16 – End of year exhibition

Jacob Judah Leon Templo
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Concretopia;  A Journey Around Rebuilding Post War 
Britain – John Grinrod
London, The Unique City – Steen Eiler Rasmussen
London: The Biography – Peter Ackroyd
City Planning According to Artistic Principles – Camillo 
Sitte
Architecture Mysticism and Myth – Willam Lethaby
Architecture and The City – Aldo Rossi
Poetics of Space – Gaston Bachelard 
Void in Art – Mark Levy 
Voids: a Retrospective – Mathieu Copeland 
Formless: A Users Guide - Rosalind Krauss, Yves Alain 
Bois 
Heterotopia and the City - Public Space in Postcivil 
Society - Michiel Dehaene, Lieven De Caute 
The Poetry of Architecture – John Ruskin
The Architectural Uncanny – Anthony Vidler 
Complexity and Contradiction in Architecture - Robert 
Venturi 
Collage City – Colin Rowe, Fred Koetter 
Beyond Architecture: imaginative buildings and fictional 
cities 
Architecture and Disjunction – Bernard Tschumi 
Mathematics of the Ideal Villa and Other Essays – Colin 
Rowe 
Surrealism and architecture – Tomas Mical 
The idea of A Town, Josph Ryjkwert
Plan Atlas - Carles Broto
Expressionist Architecture - Wolfgang Pehnt
Such Places as Memory; Poems 1953-96 (writing 
Architecture); Architectures in Love Lines; No Fire could 
burn – John Hejduk

Reading list

Schloss Neugeubaude, Johanne Delsenbach, 1720


